SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND CENTRAL
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
7113 SOUTH BOUNDARY BOULEVARD
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 33621-3101

Represenlulive Dun Burlon Diecember 15, 2009
230 Ravburn House Ollice Building
Washington, 12.C. 2051 3-0Ud]

[Deer Representative Buron,

Thank you for vour letter expressing your and vour colleagnes concern regarding the
pending Cousts-martial of Petty Officers [Tuertas, MceCabe, and Fezfe. | understand your
tterest in these cases and can assurc vou that [ am commutted to protecting the vights of
the Sailors who have been accuscd.

Eegrettably it appears that vour perception of the incident 1s based upen incomplete and
factually inaccurate press coverage, Deapite what has been reported. these allegations arc
oot fournded solely on the word of the Cetaineg, but rather, wers initially raised by other
LAY, service members. Additionally, the alleged injuries did not accar during actions on
the akjective, as is also being widely reported in the media. A medical examination
conducted at the time the datainze was turned over to LS, forces determmed that his
alleged injurics were inflicted several hours after the operation had ended, and while in
Lhe custody and care of the T1L5. al Carnp Schweidler's detaines holding facility,

While the assaull and resulling injury 1o the defainee were relatively minor, the more
disconeerting allegations are those relaled Lo the Smlors” atiempls o cover-up the
incident, particelarly in what appears w be an eflors w influence the westimony of'a
wilness. All ol'these allegations were fully investigated by the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service (NCLS).

A vou hiave likely read, | chose to deal with this incidert administeatively via non-
judicial punishment pursaant to Atticle 15 of the UCKIL However, Pelly Oflivers
Huertas, McCahe and Keele clecled o exerncise therr UCM) rights 1o reluse such a
hearing. Thave attached previously released, redacted copies of the charge sheets in the
hope that thev will help elarify the allegalions surrounding this incident. These charges
were dravwn from information disclosed during the course of the investigation. The
release of any [urher information at this rime would be inappropriale as il might
projudice the outcome of the trial.



